                                  A MIGHTY DAY
The Hurricane of 1900 made landfall on September 8, 1900, in the city of Galveston, Texas. It had estimated winds of 145 miles per hour (233 km/h) at landfall, making it a Category 4 storm on the Saffir–Simpson Hurricane Scale. It was the deadliest hurricane in US history, and the second costliest hurricane in U.S. history based on the dollar's 2005 value (to compare costs with those of Hurricane Katrina and others).
Though the dramatic melody and chord changes suggest the hand of a skilled composer, this song is listed as “Traditional” in the online sources I was able to find.  You can hear the song as performed by the Chad Mitchell Trio at the link below.  Chad Mitchell’s lyrics are somewhat different from those shown here, but most of the verses are the same.  I believe the verses tell the story best in the order shown below.
Am                          E
I remember that September
Am                              E
Storm winds swept the town
Am                                    Dm
Women and children were dyin’ Lord

Am           E     Am
Death was all around.
CHORUS:

Am
Wasn’t that a mighty day

                      Dm  
Wasn’t that a mighty day

   E
A mighty day great God that mornin’

When the storm winds swept the 
Am
town.

They had a seawall down in Galveston

To keep the water down

The high tide from the ocean. Lord

Put water all around.

CHORUS

The trumpets warned the people:

 “You’d better leave this place”

They never meant to leave their homes

Till death was in their face

CHORUS
The trains they all were loaded

With people leavin’ town

The tracks gave way to ocean, Lord

The trains they went on down.

CHORUS

The sea began to rollin’

The ships they could not land

I heard a captain cryin’

 “Please save a drownin’ man!

CHORUS
The waters like some river

Came rushin’ to and fro

I saw my father drowning, Lord

I watched my mother go!

CHORUS
Now Death, your hands are icy

You’ve got me on my knees

You took away my mother – now

You’re comin’ after me.

CHORUS
